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1. Name 



historic The John W. Griffith s Mansion 
and/or common 



2. Location 



street & number 3806 South Michigan Avenue 

city, town Chicago $B- vicinity of 



Afr? 



not for publication 



congressional district 1st 



state 



Illinois code 012 



3. Classification 



Category Ownership 

- — _ district public 

X building(s) X private 

structure both 

site Public Acquisition 

object in process 

— _ being considered 
tifA 



Status 

_X_ occupied 

unoccupied 

___ work In progress 
Accessible 

_X_ yes: restricted 
_._ yes: unrestricted 



4. Owner of Property 



Present Use 

agriculture 

commercial 

. educational 

entertainment 

government 

- — - Industrial 
military 



museum 

park 

-2_ private residence 
— religious 

scientific 

transportation 

. other: 



name Margaret and Charles Burroughs 



street & nu mber 3806 South Michigan Avenue 



city, town 



Chicago 



■'1*L vicinity of 



5. Location of Legai Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Cook County Recorder of Deeds 



state Illinois 



street & number 



Cook County Bu i Id ing 



city, town 



Chicago 



6. Representation in Existing Surveys 



state Illinois 



Inventory of Historic Structures 
title in Chicago, Douglas . 

date April, 1975 



has this property been determined eleglble? y* x no 



depository for survey records Illinois Depart ment of Conservation 
city, town Springfield 



-_federal _X_ state . county 



state Illinois 



7, Description 



Condition -,.„ . 

e.cien, _ debated ^Xred «?'f "-> , 

-tgood __ ra |„ s XaUe'd -X- o„g,„al site 

— ** — unexposed J - allered — mo»d d.l. _ 



Describe the present „„„ eri,,,,,,, (if .„„,„, „„,,„„, app ^ a ^ 



Although the'riff'thl h™°e^s t prS ra 2rla"l7ciS St0,le bUlldlnS " lth a f "" "««««. 
it is a reflection of the English Gothic stvL t T"""! In d " isn ' ±c is Possible that 
of Chicago/Hyde Park neighborhood. * Populated throughout the nearby University 

crossJabS'an^ octagoJT ^1^ 'cLS £ f ~°£' ^^ * * *"« 

t^Ped by gothlc cross-shaped flnla ls , while f iSge^t oTche ^1^:^ bracket, 

to thfno -^"^hin^ertLaS^^edlnto^lII '"iTf "* " ~ -« 
the basement and the first floors and the fSst and sLo^d rlSs ^ """^ b,t — 

in -"« i"^:t^r^rofth^sr^e^ n r ™° der " ; «« »*— *«*«. 

of a heavy stone transom bar between the trfn. "i°-°ows are typical with their composition 

The main entrance Is formally frlmed bj a basket handTe h-T*" l0 " er element ° £ tha «^™ 
of the double doors with "molded archivolts " Th ^ h traMl "°'M back to the plane 

Pilasters rotated 90 degrees to e^pos corner Tne siLT™"" " "■"""* by *«""' 
make the transition to a typical fiat pilaster th I Z P llaste rs rrse to form a point as they 
molded blet course of the lecond floor' ^u^? aSZTtL'?*'* ( *°* te ™ Lnate « ** ■ 
entricate detailed carvings. P " tha do ° r entrance Is decorated with 

followtd'by. a fi c r e S :tr f al°hall he x^^xLI; ^LI'to'tiTi I'T " " ^'^ ™^' 
a grand staircase, and a toilet room . To thf left of the'h^? ? * ^ ° Pen llbrary - 
drawing room, followed by another leading into the aline ^ll™"^ ! ^ lead±n8 lnt ° the 
rb\tle"fpa n b ry^ Slldl - d — - ^ « a -%^\^n;il^ fS^conSSng 00 " 5 

start2g er :ith%rLt r a»ce ln ::st 1 ib r „L et :n 1 d S m: h n C Lb a by ""S^ * ^ °° * «™ «"« 
ffr first floor^ -" li - -"-■ P'»™ - - -"ound Tn^tiLlly-Sl^ 1 - 

as using different wood on each^oftne Spoors L^n^e^lVa"^^ Zl. 

employ^ TlL^lllrTJZT ^VT^'^^"'",?? ~» *«««» ^taiis 
of the building's use by the Oulncv rl,A 2 alterations which date back to the days 

excellent renal with mucn^f 'Kgtal st^Se^ dftaU St? * ^ «°- " 

sitting^ove^nfS ^^.^^Ye, "" ^ "^ "» ■""*■"« «*"*■* 
faced in a red stone with brass trim mMrf • T *' The ""Place -front and hearth are 

mantle is of the typical oak „lt„ a e ene 8 l*™™* '"" ° Pe " lng ° f the £ ir=Pla=e. The heavy 
order of intricacy f TuSad stainfd e^' 'ff™" ° f m ° ldln 8 *■> "rata of descending ^ 
side with wood paLlling^n^d^tlTexec^t^^elril"^ tM " ^^ "" * S fra " ad ™ «2=h 



...... .<.. JU vunservation and necroation fieruico r— ™-r^-,.^-™,^, 

P:« «,«••:_.,„, n n - - ' For MCKS use only 1 

";* ;'°" sB K e9'step of HfetorcG l?£ac GS ■ «** . • :.f 
"M&ntory-^ommation Form -*„»„,■.■ .' -J 

Con„nunl,onshee 1Jr .:,n„, Crlff l th . M ,„. JM , Hom n!lmto 7 ■ , ! "^7 "^ 
The celling is treated i-c •> j 1 — — ~ 

the heavy wood voiding at the porlLTer oTtha'ce-i""""^ tlmber bea - "■« **""r . 
utilized also in the dining room " J '* ThIs ceiling treatment is 

*. aoSnatof ; g r™ r s w^or^ t n refiectrrnre:rri thls £i °° r - Th = -«■ -» 

wall with cupboards, drawers and count""p°ce S' J" 80 brCak - frt> "t on the no-th 
wall and is topped by a mirror spacing th? width of the ^ d °" ,i " ! '"= the west 

flanked by two pairs of c]t, = ,v ™1„ "latli or the mantle. The fireplace here i- 

treatment's used at the fir:pLc: 1 T:hn i d£e^o"r blatUre *"" "" «■""■ ^» 

wall £ r^^^^^X"^™. 1 ™ ' h f ^ t -»— "i-cot on the north 
square moderately decorated newel post! ""I" "" d terminates with a 



8. Significance 



Period 

prehistoric 

14fifr-149& 

__1 400-1 S99 

ie06=16§9 

- 1?0u-1?99 

_X_ 1600-1899 
1S00- 



Areas t>t Significance— Check and justify below 

atcheotogy -prehistoric community planning 



_ areheoiogyhistoric 

agriculture 

X— architecture 
_art 

- commerce 
_^_ eommunieations 



_ conservation 

economics 

Jf education 

engineering 

exploration/settlement _ 

Industry 

invention 



- landscape architecture^- religion 

science 

___ sculpture 
X social/ 

humanitarian 

theater 

transportation 

other (specify) 



_ law 

_ literature 

_ military 

_ music 

_ philosophy 

_ politics/ government 



Builder/Architect Solon Beman 



Statement 6f Signllieertius (in one paragraph) 

The Jehn Griffiths Mansion is one of the few remaining and salvageable residences of 
its eta remaining ill the near southside of Chicago between the famed former Gold Coast of 
Prairie- AVenufe and Hyde Park to the south. Mr. Griffiths was one of Chicago's and the 
Country's more active and prominent contractrrs having executed many major structures 
areund the United States. The structure has in the past housed the Quincy Club, a private 
elub far Black railrftad workers and was the first home to the "DuSable Museum of African- 
Afflefieafl History." The building is still primarily in its original form and continues to 
illustrate an architectural statement from a significant era in architecture, in the 
regien aad the country. .■- - -■- ■ - ■ • ....,...>... ....,...-.■.... 



BACKGROUND 

John Griffiths was one of those "thoroughly self-made men" who engineered Chicago's 
spectacular transformation from regional metropolis to the nation's second city in the 
years following the Citfil War. Born on a farm in Woodstock* Ontario, Griffiths served 
in his youth as a fflatttm'a apprentice; then, in 1869, moved to Chicago to seek his fortune. 

He found it. First establishing, himself, as a contractor and builder in the surge of 
construction following the Great Fire of 1871, Griffiths achieved real prominence in the 
early 1890'i when his firm was, in the words of a nineteenth century biographer, "entrusted 
With the erection 11 of *ueh Chicago landmarks as the Grand Central Passenger station of 1890, 
John Wellborn Root's Chicago Hotel of 1891 (later known as the Great Northern), B^rhnam 
and Root's Maaonie TeKDle Of 1892, and the Fine Arts Building at the World's Columbian 
Exposition Of 1893, When it. came time that year for Griffiths to build his own home, he 
chose a fashionable architect and an even more fashionable neighborhood. 

Michigan Avenue had* along with Wabash, enjoyed a reputation as the South Side's most 
exclusive section ia the 1S40*» and 1850's. But in the 1860's the tide of fashion moved 
•OOtheaStWard to "the avenues"— Indiana, Prairie, and "Calumet— and in the 1870's still 
further aeuth and east t© Grand and Drexel Boulevards. Then in 1880 Michigan Avenue itself 
VSB "boulevarded—that is, widened, macadamized, and landscaped — and brought once again 
to the tap of the SOfci&l Scale. By 1887 an anonymous British traveler could write: 

The finest residential street of the city is Michigan Avenue ... Grand residences 
Mfe upon hoth SidcS of this avenue, which is the popular driveway. It is the 
*ROtten Row' of Chicago, where all the elaborate turnouts go for an airing. 

Translation? Chieat»*8 newest boulevard had become a showcase not only for impressive 
heuaea ©ft Ornate ground* hut for smart teams, liveried coachmen, expensive carriages and 
their elaborately C0StiMfie4 occupants as well — all the "fashionable consumption goods" 
that late-nitteteeftth century social custom associated with the well-to-do. 

Architect Sole* ftettan was well aware of the symbolic value of horse and house: the 
-Ultra-fashionable Kaafeiagtttt Park Race Track clubhouse, for example, was his work, as was 
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W. W. Kimball's magnificent Prairie Avenue chateau. For Griffiths, Beman designed a less 
extravagant — and more typical — example of Chicago's "aristocratic residences" (so-called 
by realters of the day to distinguish them from the merely "first-class"). True to type, 
it was of stone, free-standing, with a distinctive facade at the front, coachhouse and 
servants' quarters to the rear. As writer James Muirhead observed in 1898, 

The houses in the Lake Shore Drive, the Michigan Boulevard, or the Drexel 
Boulevard are as varied in style as the brownstone mansions of New York 
are monotonous; they face on parks and are surrounded with gardens of their 
own; they are seldom ostentatiously large; they suggest comfort, but not 
offensive affluence; they make credible the possession of some individuality of 
taste on the part of their owners. 

Today, fewer than a dozen such houses survive to tell this chapter of Michigan Avenue's 
history. Griffiths', in fact, was completed just as the neighborhood reached its zenith, 
for the Panic of 1893 marked the beginning of the end of the South Side as the leader of 
fashion. In the years that followed, light industry crept eastward along Thirty-ninth 
Street as automobile showrooms and residential hotels moved south along Michigan Avenue 
itself. Chicago's upper classes were drawn to new high-grade residential areas such as 
South Shore and Lake Shore Drive, and their old mansions were razed or converted to 
rooming houses. Chicagojs Negro population, once confined to a narrow stretch of wooden 
houses west of State Street, expanded rapidly to the east. By the time of his death 
sometime in the mid-1930's, John Griffiths' home stood near the heart of the "Black Belt." 
In 1938 it was purchased' by the members of the Quincy Club, a private club for black 
employees of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad. 

It was a fitting new role for the elegant structure. Railroad porters (together * 
with postal workers a^id headwaiters, among others) then constituted a black upper 
middle class just a cut below the elite of businessmen and professionals. Their social 
gatherings were lavish and frequent. But the public rooms of downtown hotels and clubs 
were closed to blacks. Even ordinary lodging was often impossible to obtain. Places 
like the Quincy Club filled a real need in the black community. Throughout the 1940 's and 
1950' s Negro greats including W. E. B. DuBois and Paul Reboson were guests in its well- 
maintained rooms. 

Then in 1961 the building began to serve a^ even wider communtiy. That year, new 
owners Charles and Margaret Burroughs, together with a small group of educ'aters, artists, 
and civil leaders founded the DuSable Museum of African and American History for the purpose 
of "preserving and disseminating the contributions of Africans and Afro -Americans to 
American and world culture." By the early 1970' s its wide variety of programs attracted 
30,000 visitors a year. In 1975 the musuem was given a new, more spacious home in 
Washington Park, but the house at 3806 South Michigan — first black history museum outside 
of a college campus — remains an important annex. 



9. TMajor Bibliographical References 

Cook County Recorder of Deeds 
Quincy Club Records 

"Chicago Community Trust Newsletter," December, 1973. (See continuation sheet) 

10- Geographical Data 
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Acreage of nominated nroperty . _ 
Quadrangle name MH<^LEB^JL' ,W °- 
UMT References 
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Verbal boundary description and justification Parcel 1-Lots 30 & 31 in Goldies Sub Division of North 
\ of South east V of South west \ of South west, 1/3 of Section 34, Township 39, North range 
14, east of the third principal meridien in Cook County, Illinois. Parcel 2 a strip of land 
5* in "width ly ing east of and adj oining lots 30 & 31 and West of the west line of Mich igan Ave. 



List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 
state Al/ft code county 



11, Form Prepared By 



name/title Dr. Margaret Burroughs 



(see continuation sheet) 



organization The DuSable Museum 



da te June 15, 1981 



V number 74 ° EasC 56th place 



312/947-0600 



city or town Chicago 



12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 
national state -JL local 



As the designated State Historic Preservation Otlicer for the National Historic Preservation Act ot 1 966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth & the HeritageiConservation and Recreation Service. 



State Historic Preservation Officer signature 



mi. d£>~-zJr*s, d <V J tiMtW&hw 


date *Hzrlr/ 


For HCRS use only 

1 hereby certify that this property is Included In the National Register 


date . . ■ '.'■■■■■- : .-t 


Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: - " *'" 


--■ • date 


Chief of Registration 


" 
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